
 

 

What's Happening 

Dear Grade Level Reading Coalition Members: 

 

Last week, the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), an important measure of 

Baltimore’s progress on reading proficiency, released their 2013 results for 21 urban districts including 

Baltimore.  

 

Overall, Baltimore City’s 4th grade proficiency scores have remained constant since 2011. In 

partnership with the Campaign’s research partner, BERC, the Campaign will be conducting a deeper 

analysis for the coalition at the beginning of 2014. Click here to learn more about Baltimore’s results 

and how we compared to other cities.  

 

I look forward to working with you in the New Year. 

 

Have a happy and safe holiday. 

  

In partnership, 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/publications/dst2013/pdf/2014467XM4.pdf


 

Kimberly Manns 

Program Director 

 

Year in Review 

This year we spent critical time building a strong foundation for the Campaign. We solidified a structure 

and framework and expanded the coalition to include essential public partnerships. Through our 

collective efforts, the following progress has laid the foundation for our future success:  

 Broadened the core focus areas to school readiness, school and extended learning to 

recognize your feedback that grade level reading should assess strategies such as tutoring, 

afterschool, and parent engagement;  

 Built working relationships and integrated our strategy process with key institutions including 

City Schools, the Family Literacy Coalition and the Family League of Baltimore to ensure we 

build on existing infrastructure and do not duplicate efforts;  

 Identified cross-cutting focus areas- research and evaluation, organizational capacity, 

communication and engagement and fundraising-and recruited partners in each of these 

areas;  

 Recruited a project management team, steering committee, work group leads and work 

groups;   

 Implemented a communication and engagement strategy for all levels of the Campaign 

structure including bi-weekly meetings with City Schools leadership, four steering committee 

meetings, several work group meeting in each core focus area, three coalition meetings, and 

monthly newsletters; and  

 

 



 Worked within multi-stakeholder work groups to create strategies and identify priorities in each 

of the core focus areas.  

 

What to Expect in 2014 

Next year will truly be a test of the strength of this foundation. Each of the work group leads for school, 

school readiness, and extended learning opportunities will transition from strategy to implementation. 

They will be tasked with beginning to translate the intense work of the strategy process to the even 

more grueling work of implementation and ensuring we harness the power of the coalition to produce 

real outcomes for our kids.  

 

Communication and Engagement 

Job Opportunity: 

 

The Campaign seeks a highly-motivated, creative individual to help engage and communicate with 

current and future stakeholders with the commencement of service beginning February 2014.  

 

Please help us by spreading the word to your networks. Click here to learn more about this 

opportunity. 

 

Next Coalition Meeting 

Our next coalition meeting will take place on February 11, 2014 from 9am-11am, location to be  

 

https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?id=52984&fromSearch=true


 

determined. At this meeting, we will share the progress of the Campaign’s strategy as well as priority 

projects for 2014.  

Please hold the date! We very much look forward to seeing you then. 

 

Check it Out: Suggestions from our Coalition 
Members  

Tips for safe sleep for infants from B’More for Healthy Babies: 

 

1. All babies less than one-year-old need to sleep alone, on their back, in a crib - every time, with no 

exceptions.  

 

2. Babies should be warm but not overheated.  

 

3. In colder weather, babies can be dressed in a wearable blanket or one-piece pajama. For an extra 

layer of warmth, a onesie or undershirt can be put on the baby underneath either of these options: 

· Avoid covering babies with blankets and comforters which can suffocate a baby. 

· Hats should not be worn because they can slide down accidentally and cover the baby’s face. 

· The room that a baby is sleeping in should be at a temperature comfortable for a lightly-clothed adult, 

such as 72 degrees. 

· Babies should be sleeping alone, on their back, in a crib (ABC’s of safe sleep). 

  

Grant announcements: 

 American Honda Foundation is accepting applications from 501(c)(3) nonprofits and schools 

for STEM programs, environmental projects, job training, and literacy programs. Grants will 

range from $20,000 to $75,000. Apply by February 1, 2014. 

 

http://corporate.honda.com/america/philanthropy.aspx?id=ahf


 

 The Big Read, a program of the National Endowment for the Arts, is accepting grant 

applications from nonprofit organizations to develop reading programs, based on provided 

themes, between September 2014 and June 2015. These programs can be activities such as 

author readings, book discussions and other events and activities related to a book or poem 

from the Big Read Library. Eligible applicants include libraries, museums, educational 

institutions and art centers. The deadline to apply is January 28, 2014. 

 

 

http://www.neabigread.org/
http://www.neabigread.org/application_process.php

