
 

 

What's Happening 

Dear Baltimore Grade Level Reading Coalition members:  

 

June has been a busy month for the Baltimore GLR Campaign. This month we launched Read to 

Succeed, a collaboration between Baltimore City Public Schools, Baltimore GLR Campaign, the 

Mayor’s Office, Family League of Baltimore, Parks and People Foundation, Corporation for National 

and Community Service, and other non-profits that will provide a comprehensive summer program to 

3,000 Baltimore City rising 1st through 4th graders struggling with reading.  

 

We are also excited to announce a newly formed partnership with the Family Literacy Coalition under 

B’More for Healthy Babies, which will now serve as the school readiness work group for the Baltimore 

GLR Campaign and the literacy committee for the Early Childhood Advisory Committee (ECAC) 

commissioned by Dr. Alonso and Mayor Rawlings-Blake. 

 

Below is more information about this and other progress as well as information about our next coalition 

meeting on July 25th. As always, please let me know if you have any questions, ideas, or feedback. I 

sincerely appreciate your partnership.  

 

 



Regards, 

 

Kimberly Manns 

Program Director 

 

Summer Learning 

Celebrating National Summer Learning Day 

On June 17th, the GLR Campaign joined the Mayor’s Office, Coppin State University Interim Provost 

Ron Collins and Mary Strasser, AmeriCorps*VISTA Director, to celebrate National Summer Learning 

Day by swearing in 96 AmeriCorps*VISTA Summer Associates for Read to Succeed. These 

individuals will support Read to Succeed this summer by assisting with attendance monitoring; delivery 

of curriculum; aiding in enrichment instruction (including the 100 Book Challenge Reading Program), 

and helping to provide summer meals. Additionally, seven of the AmeriCorps*VISTA Summer 

Associates are assigned to serve as Reading Partners tutors and provide administrative support to 

BCPS for the summer. All of the AmeriCorps*VISTA Summer Associates will assist City Schools and 

the attendance collaborative with “Back to School” efforts from August 3 – August 12, 2013. 

 

June 21 was Summer Learning Day, a national day of advocacy and celebration recognized to spread 

awareness about the importance of summer learning for our nation's youth to close achievement gaps, 

advance academic skills, and support healthy development in communities all across the country. 

Each year, the National Summer Learning Association tracks events that occur on Summer Learning 

Day and throughout the summer on their Summer Learning Day map. To date, over 580 events are 

registered on the map and more than 70 of those events are planned in Grade-Level Reading 

communities across the country, including our event here in Baltimore. That's a powerful statement 

about the growing momentum in support of increasing summer learning opportunities for kids. 

 

Creating a Comprehensive Summer Learning Strategy 

The GLR Campaign has partnered with the Family League of Baltimore and the National Summer  

 

 



Learning Association to ensure summer for Baltimore is a year round commitment. With generous 

support from the Morton K. and Jane Blaustein Foundation, the National Summer Learning 

Association and the Family League of Baltimore will be working together to lead a community planning 

process to develop a strategic plan for summer learning in Baltimore. This work will support the 

development of a sustainable summer learning system for Baltimore’s youth that connects existing 

summer learning efforts, and also integrates summer learning strategies into overall education and 

youth related initiatives in Baltimore. The project will also enable NSLA to help build the leadership and 

capacity at Family League to become the leading intermediary in Baltimore that can coordinate 

partners and implement strategies to scale summer learning opportunities for all youth in the city. The 

GLR Campaign along with other key City stakeholders will partner with Family League to support both 

the development and implementation of this strategy. 

 

School Readiness 

The Baltimore GLR Campaign is excited to announce a partnership with the Family Literacy Coalition 

(FLC) originally formed under B’more for Healthy Babies to address parent literacy and early childhood 

literacy. The FLC will now also serve as the school readiness work group for the Baltimore GLR 

Campaign as well as the Literacy Committee for the Early Childhood Advisory Committee.  

 

The FLC has been meeting for nearly two years and consists of many early child care service 

providers. The strategy of FLC has been to enhance the literacy components of maternal and child 

health programming (home visiting, WIC, and Baltimore Infants and Toddlers) through the 

standardization of language around the Five Parenting Practices, improved capacity of service 

providers and strengthening the referral network for early learning and adult literacy services. FLC 

already includes many of the City’s key providers for early childhood literacy such as the Enoch Pratt 

Library, Reach Out and Read, Baltimore Reads Inc., and the Maryland Family Network. Over the next 

several weeks, the Campaign will be working to build off the momentum and existing structure of FLC 

to finalize a school readiness working group for the Grade Level Reading Campaign to ensure it is 

comprehensive of the early childhood literacy providers in Baltimore. This working group will be co-led 

by Jennifer Epstein, CDC Public Health Prevention Service Fellow at the Baltimore City Health 

Department and project manager for the family literacy initiative, and Laura Latta, Program Director for 

B’More for Healthy Babies (Home Visiting and Baby Basics) at the Family League. Rebecca Dineen,  

 



 

Assistant Commissioner for Maternal and Child Health, and GLR Steering Committee member, will 

serve as chair for this working group and will provide leadership and support in the overall strategic 

direction.  

 

Attendance 

“Back to School” is a key opportunity for the Baltimore GLR Campaign to help improve attendance. 

While students are settling into their summer schedules, City Schools is planning for the back-to-

school season. Last summer, all of Baltimore City, with support from the Mayor’s office, came together 

to help launch the ‘Back to School, Baltimore!’ campaign. It raised awareness about the first day of 

school and the importance of attendance at school every day. Foundation and corporate support made 

it possible to print 100,000 postcards, 1,000 posters, 2,000 stickers and 5,000 bookmarks that were 

distributed to local partners, including the Enoch Pratt Free Libraries, Department of Social Services, 

Family League of Baltimore City as well as other valuable partners. Agencies and organizations sent 

out thousands of emails about the effort, posted information on their websites and took to social 

media. All of this helped spread the word about the importance of starting the school year strong. It 

was wonderful to see the whole city rallying around our students to ensure their success in school! 

 

This year, City Schools is launching a similar campaign and hopes partners will be eager to support it 

again. Though on a smaller scale this year, the campaign will include print materials for distribution. E-

fliers, an e-blast, video PSAs, website banners, and tweets will also be shared. If your agency, 

foundation or organization would like to join the ‘Back to School, Baltimore’ campaign, please contact 

Arezo Rahmani at arahmani@bcps.k12.md.us.   

 

Next Coalition Meeting 

Based on your feedback, we will be hosting coalition meetings three times a year. The purpose of 

these meetings will be to inform each of you of the progress of the Baltimore GLR Campaign, ensure 

all stakeholders are connected, and receive input. Our next meeting will be July 25th, 9am-11am at the 

Family League of Baltimore. Please hold the date! We very much look forward to seeing you then. 
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