
 

 

 

What's Happening 
 
Dear Grade Level Reading Coalition:   

Thanks very much to everyone who attended our Coalition Meeting. Your insight and feedback is 

invaluable to the Campaign and plays an essential role in driving the work forward. We'll provide a 

recap and next steps below.  

 

We’ve been hard at work over the last couple of months on our summer reading and pre-k enrollment 

initiatives. I’m excited to share an update on these projects with you below and look forward to 

partnering with you on these initiatives over the summer. 

 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions or feedback you may have.  

 

In Partnership, 

 

  



Coalition Spotlight:  
Conversations About Reading Blog 

Over the next few months, the Campaign is on a mission to highlight what Baltimore citizens think we 

can do to help kids read. Last month, we spoke with Lauren Snyder, Academics and Evaluation 

Coordinator at The Village Learning Place. If you missed the blog post, you can read it here.  

 

This week, we spoke with Officer Fennoy and Detective Green from the Baltimore City Police 

Department about how they think police officers can help kids learn to read. Watch the video here.  

 

Please help us spark discussion by commenting on the post and by sharing and re-tweeting.    

  

  

Coalition Meeting Recap & Next Steps 

 

https://www.facebook.com/readby3rd/photos/a.1522789677953777.1073741828.1519731604926251/1618228118409932/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=1632536120312465&set=vb.1519731604926251&type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=1632536120312465&set=vb.1519731604926251&type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=1632536120312465&set=vb.1519731604926251&type=2&theater
https://twitter.com/BaltReadby3rd/status/576399987145314304


Thanks to everyone who attended last week’s Coalition Meeting. We’re excited to move our work 

forward on Service Provider Outreach, Professional Development and Summer Reading 

Communications based on your input and feedback. Before our next Coalition Meeting, GLR will: 

Service Provider Outreach 

 Revise landscape analysis of 0-8 service providers based on feedback 

 Explore creating a centralized portal for service providers to stay connected to resources 

Professional Development 

 Broaden landscape analysis based on coalition feedback 

 Explore how to ensure PD participants sustain the skill sets learned at trainings and actively 

use in their work experience 

 Explore how to train agencies to connect “hard to reach families” or families not enrolled in 

formal care to resources 

Summer Reading Communications 

 Create tools to promote daily reading over the summer and participation in the Enoch Pratt 

Free Library’s Summer Reading Program including: flyers, door hangers, posters, PSAs, and 

social media posts 

We’ll continue to share our progress on these areas in future newsletters and look forward to providing 

a full update at our next Coalition Meeting.  

  

Our Summer Reading Initiative 

This summer, GLR is once again working with partners to encourage families to read daily in an effort 

to fight summer learning loss and create daily reading routines. This year, the group also hopes to 

increase participation in the Enoch Pratt Free Library’s Summer Reading Program. Some components 

of the initiative include:  

 



 Library Tool: The Enoch Pratt Free Library’s Summer Reading Program utilizes a library log 

to encourage families and children to record the amount of time they read each day. This year, 

GLR partners have created one universal reading log that will be utilized at Pratt Libraries, 

Weinberg Libraries, Recreation & Park Centers, and at other summer programming 

throughout Baltimore City.  

 Resource Packet: As part of this effort, City Schools sends an end of school year packet 

home to all rising K- 5th graders with specific information about the importance of summer 

reading. The packet includes the library log and is also produced in Spanish. This year, 

information about the packet and the Pratt’s program will be presented to principals, literacy 

representatives, and librarians at their spring training.  

 Provider Support: In addition to partnering with the Library and City Schools, several GLR 

Coalition members will partner to distribute reading logs, provide incentives for children and 

families to read daily, and monitor implementation.  

Stay tuned for tools that your organization can use to help promote summer reading.  

  

Pre-K Enrollment 

 

The Family Literacy Coalition (the school readiness arm of the GLR Campaign) is working closely with 

City Schools to increase the number of priority one children who are enrolled in Pre-K. In order to 

accomplish this, the Family Literacy Coalition will work closely with its members to target messaging 

around the importance of Pre-K and enrollment to families with eligible children. In addition, they hope 

to target specific neighborhoods with low Pre-K enrollment through outreach. 

  



Summer Provider Networking Event At  
Family League of Baltimore 

 

On March 3rd, Family League hosted a networking opportunity for summer providers. More than 50 

people participated in this event where they had the opportunity to network and form partnerships that 

will support the quality of their upcoming summer programs. Reviews were positive and a request was 

made to hold the event annually, and even earlier in the year. Some participants formed as many as 

four partnerships through participation in the event. Leading up to summer 2015, Family League will 

be hosting monthly meetings with summer providers to share best practices and identify opportunities 

for shared professional development. Contact Holly Gonzales, hgonzales@familyleague.org if you are 

interested in participating.  

  

How You Can Help Fight State Education 
Budget Cuts  

  

Governor Hogan has proposed a 35 million dollar state budget cut to City Schools. It is extremely 

important that we all continue to tell our district representatives and the Governor that we cannot 

accept cuts to education. You can get involved by calling the Governor or by visiting the Baltimore 

Education Coalition’s website. 

  

mailto:hgonzales@familyleague.org
https://www.facebook.com/readby3rd/photos/a.1522789677953777.1073741828.1519731604926251/1628453780720699/?type=1&theater
http://becforourkids.org/getinvolved/


Summer Meals Summit 

   

Join the Partnership to End Childhood Hunger and Councilman Mosby on April 14th at 6pm at the 

Sharon Baptist Church (1373 North Stricker Street) as they plan how to increase summer meal 

participation in Baltimore City. Topics include: 

 Applying for grants 

 Serving meals 

 Accessing programming resources 

 And more 

Please feel free to share this invitation. Dinner will be served. 

RSVP to Katherine Klosek, kklosek@familyleague.org, (410) 845-8985. 

 
To learn more, email: kimberlym@ffee.org or call: 410-685-8300  
 
Fund for Educational Excellence 
800 North Charles Street • Suite 400 • Baltimore, MD 21201 
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